Explaining adolescent drug use: an elaboration strategy for structural equations modeling.
We report a series of analyses designed to estimate increasingly elaborated theoretical models that explain adolescent drug use. Each of the successive elaborations adds a theoretical construct to the explanatory model in order to increase our understanding of drug use by specifying in greater detail the nature of the structural relationships among the latent variables. The more detailed specification is accomplished by 1) specifying new direct effects that increase explained variance in drug use, 2) decomposing direct effects through the interpolation of hypothesized intervening variables, 3) specifying antecedents of variables that modify their direct effects, and 4) exposing suppressor effects. Where indicated, we evaluate alternative explanations of the observed relationships. We do this by controlling for common antecedent effects to reduce spuriousness or by examining different specifications of causal linkages among the explanatory constructs.